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OVERVIEW 
• Since the pandemic Ohioans have been able to get back to work and work 

towards a working economy for everyone. 
• Historic levels of federal spending to families, businesses, and state and 

local government helped drive a rapid partial jobs recovery from the COVID 
recession. By July 2022, Ohio had recovered 85% of jobs lost to COVID-19.
• Even with the jobs destroyed during the pandemic, the number and share 

of Ohioans working or seeking work has approached pre-COVID levels.
• Although disparities continue to persist, during COVID-19, working people 

won pay increases across the income scale for the first time. 
• High inflation now threatens to wipe out those gains for many.



INFLATION 
• Across the nation we are feeling the impact on inflation; rising gas 

prices, rising food prices, and an increase on rental prices are deeply 
impacting our economy. 
• COVID-19 triggered inflation by creating supply chain bottlenecks and 

new consumer buying patterns. Russia’s war on Ukraine has made it 
worse. 
• Inflation reached 9.1% in June 2022, a 40-year high, before dipping to 

8.7% by July. Rapid price growth is making it more difficult for the 
Ohioans who were already struggling to cover the basics.
• Corporate profiteering is keeping U.S. inflation rates above what they 

would be if corporations were not taking a historic share of price 
growth as profits.
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LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION  
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WORK AND WAGES 
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UNIONS AND WAGES
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EDUCATION AND WAGES 
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CONCLUSION
• We owe much of our recovery, which has moved three times as fast 

as recovery from the Great Recession, to the historic funding from 
the federal government. 
• More than 4 in 5 jobs have been restored. 
• Workers have begun to have success bargaining for higher wages. 
• Today, inflation caused by COVID-19 and Russia’s war on Ukraine has 

become the immediate policy challenge. 
• Given Ohio’s weak and often partial recovery from recent recessions, 

and how aggressive inflation policy decimated Ohio manufacturing 
jobs in the past, Ohioans have a stake in making sure policymakers 
choose targeted tools that limit job destruction and direct the cost of 
inflation reduction to the corporations profiting from it, so that we all 
can thrive
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